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48 Branch Libraries 
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An Average Day at the 


The fifty libraries of the Los Angeles City 
System and the community stations are hosts to 
30,000 guests in an average day. These visitors 
come to the reading rooms for study, or research, 
to enjoy books and magazines and to select books 
for home reading. They carry home a daily 
average of 35,000 books. 


Branch libraries are community centers where 


neighborhood gatherings of a civic or educational 


nature may be held and where individual aid in 


selection of books is given for adults and children. 


10,000 Visitors Daily Enter 
Central Library 


Are you one of the “card holders” of the 
Library who enjoys an average of 30 books a 
year? 364,000 people or 29 percent of the resi- 
dent population were registered card holders on 
June 30, 1936 and others are applying for cards 
at the rate of 405 every day. 


Requirements for a library card are simple. 
Anyone who lives in Los Angeles and may be 
identified as a registered voter or whose name is 
in the current City or telephone directory receives 
a card upon application. Other residents may 
secure a resident guarantor and non-residents may 
have borrowing privileges by paying a small an- 


nual fee of $2.00. Each Borrower Reads 30 Books 
in a Year 


The public expects libraries to be in- 
formation centers and to supply correct 
data on current events and local hap- . 
penings as well as to direct people to 
books. During the week of October 14, 
1935 nearly 50,000 questions were 
brought to the Library. These varied 
from requests for cultural reading lists 
in art or literature, to a formula for 
making soap; from points of grammar 
to rules of being a gentleman; from 
customs of Ethiopia to politics of Spain 
—ranging from current and general 
topics to individual and personal prob- 
8,000 Questions Asked Daily at Libraries lems. ; 


is Angeles Public Library 


The Book Order Department in the Central 
Library receives books at the rate of 300 per 
day, from local bookstores and dealers, from New 
York jobbers and publishers, and from markets 
abroad. Purchasing books for the City Library 
of the fifth City of the United States requires a 
well established system in ordering, and a knowl- 
edge of books and readers. 


Department librarians, branch librarians and 
children’s librarians regularly attend book-order 
meetings when books, sent as approval copies from 
publishers’ lists, are recommended for purchase. 


Librarians Select Books for 


Their Public 


The CATALOG is the all important KEY to 
the books in the Library. To keep this card file 
up-to-date, at least one quarter million cards are 
provided annually. In one comprehensive file the 
general catalog in the Central Library places the 
total book resources of the entire system before 


the student. 


The Catalog Department is responsible for 
CLASSIFICATION of books determining the 
field of knowledge in which the book belongs, and 
CATALOGING which provides a complete index 
by author, title and subject, and supplies cards for 


The Catalog Tells the Story if the each Branch and Central Library reading room. 
Book Is in the Library 


Library books are worn out at the 
rate of one hundred books a day. In 
the course of a year about one-seventh 
of the book stock has to be mended, re- 
paired or rebound. The Library Bind- 
ery Department repairs a daily average 
of 300 books and sends out as many 
more for complete re-binding. 

Careless readers mark and mutilate 
books. Hundreds of dollars could be 
saved if readers would handle books 
more carefully and refrain from writ- 
ing personal opinions in public library 
books. W.P.A. assistants spent 4000 
hours this year in erasing marks in | ee 
books. Making Old Books Look Like New 
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miles---territorially the largest city in the 
», Cleveland and Detroit could be placed 
ive 37 square miles untouched ...... 


RARY SYSTEM 


land Park and Eagle Rock. There are 121 units in the system and 2911 hours of 
book service are offered to the general public each week. 8,540,286 books were 
borrowed from branches and stations in the last fiscal year, 78% of the total 
circulation of books which amounted to nearly eleven million. 


INK IN THE LIBRARY CHAIN 


Chatsworth, Point Firmin, Pacific Palisades, Mt. Washington and other outlying 
communities may send in requests for books which are filled by the inter-library 
loan service from a special collection or from Central or Branch collections. 


Younger Readers 
Los Angeles children read more than two and one- 
half million books this year, books carefully selected 
by a corps of children’s librarians. Each of the 62,000 


% ' 
7 i children who have library cards read an average of 
oe ee C73 42 books. 
Cae ae N35 Children’s librarians in all branch libraries and the 


Centra! Library “Ivanhoe Room” give individual guid- 
ance in selection of books and hold story hours and 
ret club meetings to stimulate the reading of good books, 


and visit the schools to keep in touch with 


the curriculum. 


Parents are assisted in choice of books 
for children through book talks, exhibits, 
book lists and personal consultation with 


the children’s librarians. 


Young people of high school age are 


given assistance in selection of books at 


LARGEST CITY 


Los Angeles extends over 450.75 square miles---territorially the largest city in the 
United States. Cities the size of Chicago, Cleveland and Detroit could be placed 
within the limits of Los Angeles and leave 37 square miles untouched ...... 


SPREADING LIBRARY SYSTEM 


To extend library service to all parts of city territory, 48 branch libraries are land Park and Eagle Rock. There are 121 units in the system and 2911 hours of 
maintained supplemented by 69 stations. These stretch from the San Fernando Val- book service are offered to the general public each week. 8,540,286 books were 
ley to the beach town of Venice, the harbor towns of Wilmington and San Pedro, borrowed from branches and stations in the last fiscal year, 78% of the total 
back through the shoe-string strip and the more congested central district to High- circulation of books which amounted to nearly eleven million. 


THE SMALLEST BRANCH A LINK IN THE LIBRARY CHAIN 


The smallest and most distant branch may borrow from the Central Library col- Chatsworth, Point Firmin, Pacific Palisades, Mt. Washington and other outlying 
lection through the inter-library loan system. 57,000 books were loaned to branches | communities may send in requests for books which are filled by the inter-library 


last year to supplement their collections. Readers from the Valley, from Sunland, loan service from a special collection or from Central or Branch collections. 


CITY OF 


Younger Readers 


Los Angeles children read more than two and one- 


Ore aem 
The Central Library ee 


Division of books by subjects a 


half million books this year, books carefully selected 


eS ai a by a corps of children’s librarians. Each of the 62,000 


characterizes the Central Li- 
children who have library cards read an average of 


brary. Each of the fourteen 
A 42 books. 


public reading rooms contains 


circulating and reference ma- Children’s librarians in all branch libraries and the 


terial on specialized subjects i ee 
. ee Centra! Library “Ivanhoe Room” give individual guid- 


indexes, digests, handbooks, : j : 
gazetteers, and the more spe- ance in selection of books and hold story hours and 
cialized reference works such club meetings to stimulate the reading of good books, 


as Thorpe’s Dictionary of Ap- and visit the schools to keep in touch with 
plied Chemistry, The Encyclopedia of 


Social Sciences, the Dictionary of Na- 


the curriculum. 

tional Biography, Larned’s History for Parents are assisted in choice of books 
; r 

Ready Reference, Grove’s Dictionary 

of Music and Musicians, and the New 

Oxford Dictionary. 


for children through book talks, exhibits, 
book lists and personal consultation with 


the children’s librarians. 


The year’s book circulation from the 
Central Library for home reading and 
study amounted to 2,420,255, and the 
use of reference books exceeded this 


Young people of high school age are 
given assistance in selection of books at 
the Central Library and branch libraries, 


number many times over. through consultation with a librarian who special- 


izes in young people’s reading, through lists of 
stimulating reading and a special marking of 


recommended books with a “green diamond.” 


Municipal Reference Library 


The Municipal Reference Library is located in the \ ee 
City Hall and was organized in 1928 as a separate de- 15 | ’ 
partment to give specialized and prompt service to City RR SOCOOCCCOOOOOOOE SS Ma Foreign Book Collection 


officials and City employees. This library department 


Foreign readers in all distri i 
F . cts 90 
endeavors to place the resources of the entire library s f the City may 


. . aan . ‘ : b {2 . c 2 ‘ 
before those active in administration and City business, orrow books in foreign languages from their branch 
to bring to their attention timely books and current infor- libraries or may request books sent from the Cen- 
mation, and to assist in research problems which have tral Library foreign collection which consists of 


bearing on City interests. 71,000 books in 33 languages. 


The Municipal Reference Library now supervises two 
branches outside of the City Hall, the Library of the 
Power and Light Division of the Water and Power De- 
partment with all expenses paid by the Department 
served, and the Library of the Health Department which 
merged its book collection with that of the Library and 


Examples of foreign arts and crafts as well as 
foreign books are displayed in the Foreign Depart- 
ment. Open lectures in French, German and 


Spanish are offered at the Central Library. 


In circulation of books in foreign languages, 
Spanish books lead, followed by those in German, 
French, Russian, Italian, Yiddish, Swedish and 
other languages in lesser numbers. A total of 


181,000 foreign books were borrowed this year. 


shares maintenance expenses. 


Smaller specialized collections of various City Depart- 
ments have been merged with those of the Municipal 
Reference Library, and are administered from that center. 


CONTINUING EDUCATION 


THROUGH PLANNED READING 


The Adult Education Department located in the Central Rotunda not only 
directs readers and acts as interpreter to the use of the Library, but also aids the 
individual reader in book selection. 


| Good English to Practice of Politics, from French Revolution in Ficti 
Flower Gardening, from Advertising to Stars. ae 
| Information on classes given by the evening schools for adults is furnished 
E at the Reader's Adviser’s Desk, with a wide variety of subjects listed, includin 
| commercial and industrial subjects, handcrafts, photography, langua atl d 
| citizenship. The Library acts as a clearing-house for such ES #5 Aa ak 


For the “Reading With a Purpose’’ courses nearly 100 people register every 
month, selecting one of the sixty subjects treated by experts, ranging from 


CONTINUING EDUCATION 


THROUGH PUBLIC LECTURES 


Free lectures are held five nights a week during the season of October to leading craftsmen, musicians, artists 
> 5 . 


< ; cin § and men and women promi : ae 
June in the Central Library Lecture Room. activities to contribute to these progr Pe apa ate Se 


ams. The public is invited to 

. attend the 
eek pce on current books, economics, popular science, parent-education, 
oreign literature, travel, drama and the arts, and to follow up the subjects in 
recommended books. Reading lists are provided by Central Library Departments. 


The specialized Library Departments sponsor and arrange programs on their 
subjects and invite distinguished speakers from local universities and colleges, 


NN 


VITAL STATISTICS 


1935-1936 
Books owned by the library. 1,497,134 
The year’s book circulation 10,960,541 
Number registered borrowers... 364,005 


A TEN YEAR VIEW 

July, 1936, marked the tenth anniversary of the dedication of 
the Central Library Building. Expansion of services as well as 
more intensive development was made possible through this build- 
ing. In spite of a severe set-back during the depression years 
which reduced the library budget by 23 percent, the ten-year period 
when taken as a whole shows substantial gain in book circulation 
and the number of borrowers. Necessary economy of adminis- 
tration is evident in the reduced expenditures for units of popu- 
lation, books circulated and registered borrowers. 
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Reduction in Expenditures. 
Ten Year Gain in Book Use. 


THE NEXT TEN YEARS 


In the next decade the Public Library will be called upon to 
provide new channels for adult study and development of chil- 
dren’s interests, and new tools for industry and civic research. 

Extension and improvement of branch library service are 
necessary—permanent buildings for the nine branches now in 
rented quarters, enlarging of older buildings, and new branches 
in growing communities. 

The next ten years may see the development of branch libraries 
on wheels—the Bookmobile; the wider use of radio for broadcast- 
ing news of books; the preserving of rare items through the mo- 
tion picture film. 


O17 City’s New Library Will House Million Books 


A’ Worthy Monument to Literary Achievement 


Structure to be built in a yvear and a half of-loca 


CONTRACT LET FOR EDIFICE 


Pidnids Wildey and Dion pre Is Awarde 


ff 
f 


Construction Job on 


number for the Hdward, Wildey 


Thirteen is a lucky 


Company of Los Angeles whose bid of $1.3 


the new Publie Library killed the 
whose bids 
ducted Friday afternoon. 
Construction on the new Ilbrary 
will be started within ten days 
following the signing of the con- 
tract now being drawn by the City 
Attorney, which will be about Sep- 
tember 1, according to Everett 
Perry, chief librarian. The cost 
of the work done within the last | 
three months, including the level- | 


ing of Normal Hill, the rough- 
grading and excavation, is $56,000. 

Bids received and examined 
ranged between the lowest offer 
of the winning firm to $1,769,892, 
although the majority of them 
ranged from the successful com- 


pany’s price to $1,500,000. 

Carlton M. Winslow, Los An- 
gfeles architect, is the designer of} 
the new library which will be] 
‘unique in many respects and will} 
combine beauty with utility. The | 


Edwards, Wildey and Dixon Com- 
pany are among the pioneer build- | 
ers in Los Angeles, with scores of| 
splendid structures to its credit, 
including the Coliseum at Exposi- 
tion Park. The company recently 
finished the National City Bank at 
Bighth and Spring streets and is| 
working on the Financial Center| 
Building at Seventh | 
streets. | 

The new library, all bonds for 
the building of which have been 


and Spring | 


chances of thelr twelve competito 
also were opened by the Library Board at a meeting corns 


| entrances. 


iment, and will include 
i foot 


| materidis in Spanish of atchitectures 


Winslo Ww, arch itect 


type 


Bid of $1,347,639 


é& Dix 


47,639 for the building 


tract, according to plans. I[t will 
be of the Spanish type of architec- 
ture, of reinforced concrete with | 
stucco finish and stone-trimmed 
The building will be 
three stories high, besides the base} 
also a 188- 
tower containing five addi- 
tional floors. 
The tower, which will rise fifty 
feet higher than the Bible. Insti- 
tute, will be a unique feature in| 
a library building and was de-| 
signed to fit not only into the ar- 
chitectural scheme but also as a 
monument to literature which will | 
be appropriate to the surround-j{ 
ings. All the building material, ex-! 
cept for a few specialized items, } 
will be obtained in California, the} 
larger percentage of it.:in the 
Southland. 
With the clearing of the Flow- 
er-street frontage, the magnificent 
new library building will occupy 
two entire city blocks, with an 
entrance on Flower street, anoth- 
er on Fifth street, two entrances 
on Grand avenue and two more 
One of the Hope- 


on Hope street. 
street entrances will be from street 
level. 


When the buil@fke is finished 
the present colle 1 of 250,000 
books will be m to the new) 
library stacks w will have: a, 
holding capacit 000,000 vol-| 


umes. The wall 
ing rooms wil} 


% and read- | 
thousa} rds } 


CHIEF DEPUTY MA 
VOTERS’ REGIST 


IN LINE FOR FRANKS TRIAL 


hicago Jurist, Visiting Here, Will Preside Should 
Retrial be Ordered for Boys 


Los Angeles today is entertaining a judge who may be next to 
hear the case of the Pranks slayers in case there is a retrial. His 
name is David M. Brothers and he and Mrs. Brothers arrived from 
Chicago by way of New York yesterday morning aboard the Panama- 


Pacific ner Manchuria: Among the passengers disem- 
The jurist said the case would ce ela be) ad pont ne 
cials o e estern nion om- 
have come before him first had it pany: T. M. Haston, superintend- 
not been: for his illness, when it} ent of the Eastern division; T. W. 
was: transfered to Judge Caverly’s| Carroll, general manager of the 
department of Circuit Court..| 82™6 division; FN; Whitney, Bis 
Judge and Mrs. Broth si visit | eer ney eer he corpoxena. ae 
s. Brothers will visit) 7 ~ Calvert, superintendent of the 
several days in Los Angeles and!| commercial] division. While inci- 
then proceed by short stops to{ dentally they are to visit the Wes- 
San Francisco, Portland and Seat-| tern offices "of the concern, their 
tle, whence they will take train| trip is chiefly for a vacation, they 
for home. said. 

The big .lner:-brought more Miss Louise La Forte, a society 
than 400 passengers this trip, all| girl of New York, who debarked 
wanting to tell of the waterspout| here, was elected voyage ship mas- 
they witnessed off the Georgial| cot for directing most of ‘the en- 
coast, the active volcano which|tertainment aboard the big liner. 
entertained star-gazers off the Others disemparking were Pr. 
Cehtral American coast and aj] Thomas Robertson, superintend- 
strange thirty-foot fish which| ent of the New York Bye and Har 
spouted like a whale, had a nose} Hospital, and John F. Butler, who 
like a shark and swam like a por-| made sea and canal yiews for the 
poise, which raced alongside the| International Mavemantile Marine, 
ship for several hours off-the Mexi- parent body of the line, en routs 


can coast, | here. — W. M. Kerr > 


inesorts WwW. M, Kerr, former ch 

tees uty to D. B. Lyons, . regi 
voters for Los Angeles 
| who.diéd July 29, last, has | 
pointed. by the Board of 
visors to fill the —-positi 
' 


gs prac [pivacant by Mr. Lyons’s dea 
FT TT Mh. results the next Ci, 
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Aone Vacationists! 


Sue FAMOUS BLUE BIRD LODGE Pre belng subdivided——cabins and fots and vacant lets 
Ri on easy terms—LODGE WILL CONTINUE AS A RESORT. Information ‘‘Times’’ or 
m of World Resort Bureau, P, E, Station or address Blue Bird Lodge, P.O. Pine Knot, Cal- 
Sa salto honk aiken heii sari thd trent ois nei Ac Saleh BM 
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Housekeeping Cabins, rooms and tents; 
running water and hot showers. Ina @/| 
grove of big pines. Central to everything. 
Phone Bear Valley 38— 


STILLWELL’ CAMP, BIG BEAR LAKE 


bape: front—-Hotel addons dationd:-tonecisenlne cabins—Showers and 
Hall-—Oro Ss and tackle—General store—Dance Hali—Jazz Orchestra—Pool 
Still» fee oe Bat hing——Reasonable rates—Reservations—Information 
3 well’s Camp, P. 0. Pine Knot, Cal., or Times Information Bureat. 


MOON CAMP 


Housekeeping cabins—dining-room service—free camping grounds 
—best. trout and bass fishing—boats—fishing tackle—bathing. 
For Hor) reser yvalions phone Big Bear 60, 


eeepc ret enna pitdeiceergpepuinconissson 


PINE COURT ON LAKE stors in court. In amusement center. Reasen- 


t LON able rates, Mrs. Erickson, prop. Pine KNOT 
‘ o §-room furnished housekeeping cabins, P. ©. for reservations, or ‘‘Times’’ Inf. Bureau 


Under new management, clean quiet, 
near lake and everything. Housekeep- 
ing cabins, reasonable. See “Times’’ 
or Mrs. W. H. Eggleston, Prop., 
P.O. Pine Knot, Cal. 


WIIl call fer you at your heme and take 
you directly te yotr camp without 
changing ears. Pierce-Arrow Tourtna 
Cars used exclusively. 208. Grosse Bidg. 


\ ITTLE PINES CAMP, Big Bear Lake. Bz Bear Motor Tours Co. 
3 7 eran Or ee tae aemmenimatentendienettineniaindememiameenedl 
en AO si) Tae ee MEtropolitan 2439. 


Lv. L. A. for All “‘Rim of the World’? Resorts Reached Dally by Ly. L. A. for 


|| "a TOR TRANSIT. STAGES’ fice 


2 p.m, Dally | Union Stage Depot, 5th and L. A. Sts. MEtre. 3a50| at 9 a.m. Daily 
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